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ANNIVERSARY SERMON.* 
THE FATHERS AND THE PROPHETS. 
Your fathers, where are they? and the prophets, do they live for ever?— 
ZECHARIAH I. V. 

Tuar is a most solemn and responsible charge, under which, 
the ministry of reconciliation exercise their important office : 
‘Son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto the house of Israel ; 
therefore thou shalt hear the word at my mouth and warn them 
from me. WhenI say unto the wicked, O, wicked man, thou 
shalt surely die; if thou dost not speak to warn the wicked 
from his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity, but his 
blood will I require at thine hand. Nevertheless, if thou warn 
the wicked of his way, to turn from it, if he do not turn from 
his way, he shall die in his iniquity, but thou hast delivered thy 
soul.”? The business with which we are entrusted involves the 
destinies of eternity. Our function is to be exercised in such a 
manner that we may both save ourselves and them that hear us. 
Our message is not our own. We may not address to men any- 
thing as from ourselves; neither may we invent the themes and 
words to be proclaimed, nor may we keep back any part of that 
word which is profitable for doctrine, reproof, correction, and 
instruction in righteousness,— the whole counsel of God”— 
the message which He has commissioned us to bear to men, with 
all the force and authority of a commandment from Heaven, 
saying, ‘* Thus saith the Lord of Hosts.” 

In the exercise of our ministry, it is often our happy province 
to speak words of comfort and consolation: and the whole 
burden of our es is designed ultimately to publish glad 
tidings of good things, even the tidings of great joy. In the 

* We intend occasionally to furnish a sermon of this character; such reminis- 


cences and appeals are replete with interest and instruction, and will waken ap 
echo in a thousand families and churches.—Eprron. 
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themes, the tenor and the spirit of this ministry, is included a 
dealing in patience and gentleness, such as that of a father with 
his children. And yet, it does not consist in the mere “ preach- 
ing of smooth things.”’ Its charity is that which “ rejoices not 
in iniquity, but in the truth.” It must reprove, rebuke, and ex- 
hort,—albeit with all long-suffering and doctrine ; it must warn 
men of their guilt and doom, if they remain impenitent,— 
yet with compassion and tears. In order to prepare men 
to appreciate its words of peace, it must show that there is no 
peace for the wicked, continuing such: and that they may be 
induced to take hold of eternal life, it must disclose to sinners 
how their feet already take hold on eternal death, and urge them 
to escape for their lives, and to flee for refuge, to lay “hold upon 
the hope which is set before them in the gospel. 

In this work, then, the servants of God must often utter the 
most unpleasant truths—press the most alarming considera- 
tions—wake up the most affecting reminiscences—and present 
to the conscience and the heart the most moving, and sometimes 
the most tender, and even delicate appeals. Such was the posi- 
tion of the prophet Zechariah, in the circumstances under which 
he uttered the affecting inquiry contained in our text. He was 
associated with the prophet Haggai in forwarding the enterprize 
of building the second temple. The people to whom they 
prophecied had been some years returned from the captivity ; 
and, already, their sluggishness, in regard to the rebuilding of 
the Lord’s house, their selfish worldliness, and manifold provo- 
cations, gave melancholy token that they were forgetting their 
afflictions, and relapsing into the footsteps of their fthers, 
whose sins the Lord had so disastrously rebuked. Haggai ap- 
peared upon the stage, a few months earlier than Zechariah, and 
seems to have produced a very salutary impression on the people 


by his preaching. And, in illustration of that word, ‘he that. 


hath, tohim shall be given,’ so, as they had improved, and 
were obedient to the word of the Lord in the mouth of Haggai, 
God blessed them with another prophet, whose labors were 
longer continued : and, by these conjoint efforts, a very happy 
reformation was eommenced, and the temple of the Lord was 
rebuilt. Nevertheless, because, during these ministrations, a 
portion of the people continued unmoved, and all of them were 


inadequately remiss, and their perverseness demanded the cor- - 


rection and stimulus of a constant faithful reproof and warning, 
—the best of them needing to be admonished against the 
error to which they were prone, of returning to the evil ways of 
their fathers,—the prophet Zechariah addresses himself to “ re- 
rove their sins, and to threaten God’s judgments against the 
impenitent, while he encouraged those who feared God with 
assurances of the divine mercies which were in store for his 
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Church, and especially of the coming of the Messiah, and the 
setting up of his kingdom in the world.” In pressing his 
exhortations, he strengthens his appeal by a direct and specific 
reference to a most tender and delicate point,—the controversy 
which God had had with their ancestry and predecessors. His 
mind goes back to contemplate the former generations, and he 
brings them forth from their graves, in order that in the light of 
their example, their children might see their own sinfulness, 
danger, and duty :—‘‘ The Lord hath been sore displeased with 
your fathers.” And their history, and their own recent return 
from captivity, and the continuance, still, of a part of their nation 
in the land of their dispersion, were the melancholy and unan- 
swerable proofs of the former delinquency, which they are now 
admonished not to imitate. By repentance they would cut off 
the entail of the curse, and, instead thereof, receive a blessing : 
—and this is the true use to be made of the judgments of God 
upon the guilty generations that went before us. He calls them 
toturn unto the Lord,—three times introducing, in immediate 
connexion with the commandment, the authority and obligation 
which enforced it, as coming from the “ Lord of Hosts,” whose 
almighty power and sovereign dominion are thus set before 
sinners as an argument for their repentance unto new obedience. 
And the commandment itself now addressed to these backslidin g¢ 
people, is the very same which the prophets of old had often ad- 
dressed to their progenitors. These all had passed away, but 
the word of the Lord, in its counsels, menaces, and promises, is 
the same in all generations and abideth for ever. It was their 
happiness that the same messages and exhortations still remained 
to address them, that they might be directed, urged and encour- 
aged to return unto God, be reconciled with Him, and He with 
them, and that they might — His favor and friendship. 
It is the same message unto all men, and it speaks to us, in the 
same words with which it spoke unto the fathers by the prophets, ° 
and in the latter days by the Son of God himself. 

This appeal to the conduct and condition of their fathers, was 
a most delicate and difficult part of the prophet’s duty,—because, 
if there is anything which men feel most tenderly, and which 
they are most apt to resent, it is such a reference to their 
parents as involves reproach, and implies that they suffered 
under the wrath of God, and, after death, endure the vengeance 
of eternal judgment. But it is most needful, in dealing with 
men, to warn them of this very fact,—because they are prone to 
follow the example of their fathers, and to plead their authority 
for the sentiments they cherish and the conduct they pursue. 
But the prophet shrunk not from this duty. He knew too well 
that the authority of parents could not justify their children in 
wickedness and unbelief, and he felt his obligations to preserve 
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their posterity from following in the same path to ruin. There- 
fore, he enjoins them, “‘ Be ye not as your fathers, unto whom 
the former prophets have cried, * * * * but they did not hear, nor 
hearken unto me, :saith the Lord.”? For, what was the conse- 
quence of their rebellion? “But my words and my statutes, 
which I commanded my servants the prophets, did they not take 
hold of your fathers? and they returned and said, Like as the 
Lord of Hosts thought to do unto us, according to our ways, 
and according to our doings, so hath he dealt with us.” It is 
as if the prophet had said, ‘ While you may object that it does 
not become you to be wiser and better than your fathers, con- 
sider what sence unto them. Although God’s messages 
by his prophets did not take hold of them so as to reform them, 
yet the judgments of God, which were the threatened sanctions 
of his words and statutes did take hold of them—(or overtake 
them, as it is in the margin),—and then po | found by their own 
experience; that their unbelief could not make the word of God 
of no effect. When their calamities came upon them, they 
returned ; some of them, perhaps, repented, and were saved; and 
others of them were convinced and awakened ; and all of them 
changed their minds as to the truth and import of the teaching of 
the prophets ; and, although it was too late to avert the ruin which 
came upon the-nation, they were fain to confess that it had hap- 
pened as it had been foretold; the Lord of Hosts dealt with them, 
as he had forewarned them he would do, according to their 
ways and doings; and in all that he did unto them, they were 
compelled to acknowledge both his truth and his justice. They 
were punished, and felt and confessed that it was in -righteous- 
ness. And now let their children and descendants behold the 
agreement and correspondence between the sin and the judg- 
ments of their fathers, and between the circumstances of their 
— and their own, lest they now, in turn, share a similar 
ate.’ 

It is in the midst of this affecting recollection and expostula- 
tion that the preacher bursts forth with this impassioned and im- 
pressive exclamation— Your fathers, where are they ?. and 
the prophets, do they live for ever?’’ 

‘“¢ What has become of your fathers? The whole generation 
is swept away, and the places that knew them shall know them 
no more. Let us think :—they are gone through the world, and 
gone out of it. Here they were, in the places we now occupy, 
passing through the same streets, dwelling in these houses, 
trading in the same businesses, worshipping in the same churches. 
But where are they ? They are not here ;—they are gone ;—but 
they are somewhere still. When they died, there was not an 

of.them. They are in eternity, in the world of spirits, the 
unchangeable world, to which we are hastening apace. Where 
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are they ? Those of them who lived and died in Christ are in 
Paradise ; and if we live and die in the Lord, as they did, we 


shal] be with them soon, with them for ever. And those of 


them, who lived and died in sin,—are in torment ;—and we are 
warned by Moses and the prophets, by Christ and the Apostles, 
that we follow them not, so as to come to that place of torment.” 
‘¢ And the prophets, do they live for ever? Did those who 
spake the word of the Lord unto the fathers continue? The 
too have ee from the earth. Their souls do live, indeed, 
with God whom they served, in the faithful ministration of his 
word ;”—and the memory of their ministrations, and of the 
oppositions of unbelief, and of the fruits of repentance and 
faith,—this:still survives ;—and the word which they preached 
is stil] here, caught, with their descending mantles, when they 
ascended on high to their reward, by those their successors 
whose mouths still utter the words and statutes of the Lord of 
Hosts ;—and all the effects of their ministry survive,-—both in 
them to whom they were the savor of death unto death, and in 
them to whom they were the savor of life unto life. But the 
prophets themselves are gone. They served their generation by 
the will of God, and, with their generation, they have departed 
to meet again with their hearers at the bar of God, and to 
give in their account,—of some with joy,—of others with grief, 
—and all of them, both preachers rod hearers, to test the truth 
of what those prophets believed and preached to those fathers. 
Ah! if this truth were felt as its impressiveness and 
solemnity ought to make it to be felt, what preachers should we 
not be, and what hearers would you be! What an influence 
and force would be conveyed by every sermon.”? What scenes of 
spiritual interest would our worshipping assemblies present; 
what pains of conviction, what solicitude to be saved, what holy 
travailing of the new birth, what joy and peace in believing; 
what thronging crowds in the sanctuary, and what hopes of sal- 
vation, and what fitness for living, and fitness for dying, too, and 
what comforts and consolations abounding by Christ, and what 
looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, and 
what praises and services of the glory of the Lord of Hosts, even 
of our God and his Christ. Would to God there were its due 
weight given to this momentous consideration, that ‘we are 
dying ministers, dealing with dying men, about the concerns of 
immortal souls and an awful eternity, on whose very brink we 
are at this moment standing.’ For let us think, ‘the prophets 
that are now, do we live for ever?’ No: as the fathers and the 
prophets of old have vanished from the earth, so must it be with us 
who occupy their places, and enter upon their labors, and inherit 
their means of grace, and succeed to their eternal responsibilities.* 


* For some of the language quoted in several preceding paragraphs, I am indebted 
Matthew Henry, slightly altered and expanded. ee 
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You and J, my hearers, are concerned in this solemn truth. 
It is our case. ‘The example before us, is, in too many particu- 
lars, the mere picture of our own condition. Not only in regard 
to our common mortality and destination to eternity, but in the 
relations of many among us toa hitherto abused and misimproved 
gospel. ‘To you also the word of the Lord hath spoken, saying, 
“Turn ye unto me, saith the Lord of Hosts, and I will turn unto 
you, saith the Lord of Hosts,” as it was spoken unto you, and 
to those who have gone before you, by the former prophets, 
when they cried, saying: “‘ Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, turn 
ye now from your evil ways and from your evil doings ; but they 
did not hear nor hearken unto me, saith the Lord.” “Be ye 
not as your fathers ;”’ be not as ye have been yourselves. ‘“‘ Your 
fathers where are they, and the prophets, do they live for ever ?”’ 
As they have gone, so shall we go, so shall you go, so shall I, 
and this pulpit, and these pews, will be vacant of us; men may 
seek us, but they shall not find us here ; and other prophets and 
other worshippers shall be here in our places; and where shall 
we be, when but a very few years shall have come and gone ? 

We cannot always preach for your salvation; you cannot 
always enjoy these means of grace; you cannot always pervert 
and disobey this gospel with impunity; you cannot Kh ne for- 
get and despise, and misimprove, and turn a deaf ear to the 

ings which you now so listlessly disregard. Oh, shall it be 
with you, as it was with the Jews holes’ the captivity, that you 
shall pass away, and as many who once were here have passed 
away, and leave no other memorial of your existence and of your 
treatment of the gospel, and no other example and ground of 
appeal to your children and others that are to come after you, 
than this, “Be ye not as your fathers were ;”’ and than this 
passionate, and it may be, hopeless appeal concerning you, b 
some other preacher than he who now speaks, “ Your fathers 
where are they, and the prophets, do they tee for ever ?”’ 

The whole subject thus introduced to our consideration, in this 
passage of the word of God, suggests to us a solemn and an 
affecting application to ourselves, in the circumstances in which 
we are now assembled in the house of God. Nor needs there 
much modification’to make it suit as a description of ourselves. 

It is now seventeen years since I first appeared, in the dew of 
my youth, in the character of the ordained pastor of this people, 
and my first sermon in this responsible relation was from these 
words: “I determined not to know anything among you but 
Jesus Christ and him crucified.”” To that determination I have 
adhered in all good conscience unto this day, when I am now 
preaching my three thousand and first sermon since my ministry 
commenced, and, excluding al] other service of the gospel else- 
where, my two thousand three hundred and oetity let sermon 
to this congregation. In this ministry I have sought to unfold 
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the glorious gospel of the blessed God. I have not shunned to 
declare unto you the whole counselof God. I have set before you 
life and death. Courting no man’s favor, fearing no man’s frown, 
seeking only to please you for your edification, have kept back 
nothing that was profitable unto you, but have showed you pub- 
licly, and from house to house, as I had opportunity, testifyin 
unto you all, without exception, repentance towards God, an 
faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ. And I call God to record, 
and I call you to record, that in this thing I am pure from the 
blood of your souls and of all men. I have endeavored, alas! 
how feebly, and with manifold imperfections and sins, to serve 
the Lord with all humility of mind, and with many tears and 
temptations which befell me. Neither would I count my life 
dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and 
ihe ministry which I have received of the Lord Jesus to testify 
the gospel of the grace of God. And I may appropriately add 
the words df the apostle, which immediately follow the text of 
my first sermon as your pastor: “ And I was with you in weak- 
ness and in fear and in much trembling. And my speech and my 
preaching was not with enticing words of mafi’s wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the spirit and of power, that your faith should 
not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.” 
‘“‘ Nevertheless, having obtained help from God, I continue even 
until now.”” “ Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his 
benefits ; who forgiveth all thine iniquities ; who healeth all thy 
diseases, who redeemeth thy life from destruction ; who crown- 
eth thee with loving kindness and tender mercies ; who satisfieth 
thy mouth with good things, so that thy youth is renewed like 
the eagles.”’ 

Seventeen years have passed since then! It is half the life- 
time of a generation, and this measure of time has been amply 
illustrated here. Many changes have passed since then. The 
whole appearance of this part of our city has been greatly altered 
and beautifully enlarged and improved. The former tabernacle 
in which you and your fathers worshipped,—in which many of 
you were baptized, and in which many of you have participated 
in solemn, and joyful scenes, and services,—has been taken 
down, and this spacious and beautiful temple has been reared in 
its stead. But it is not of such changes, I would speak. 

‘There is, too, a vast change in the appearance of this congre- 
gation. How many new faces appear which were not here 
seventeen years ago. And how many who were children then, 
are now grown up, and become the fathers and mothers of other 
children. And some who were not then born, have since been 
born again of water and of the Spirit of God, and have claimed 
their places, by the side of their parents as heirs together with 
them of the grace of life. 

But there is yet another change. Half a generation of time 
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is the measure of these years,—and half a generation of human 
beings has passed away! Half of those who were living seven- 
teen years ago, are dead. Look into the world around us, and 
see where are the greater half of them who walked these streets, 
seventeen years ago? and of the men who were then eminent 
for rank and wealth, for fame and power, for station and influence, 
for guiding and governing, both in Church and State? Kings, 
Presidents, Rulers, Ministers, Elders, Teachers,—and fathers 
and mothers in Israel, and fathers and mothers of families, and 
the fathers and mothers of some of you,—these, and uncounted 
children and youth have passed away ! 

It is not unusual on such occasions as the present, to enume- 
rate mere statistical matters,—to exhibit a summary of sermons 
and marriages, baptisms and funerals,—of the increase and 
decrease of communicants, of colonizations and contributions for 
the enlargement of Zion ;—and perhaps in all this, there may be 
a little self-glorification on the part of the minister, while he 
flatters the pride of his congregation. But there is one item of 
statistics worthy fo be noted in our review, and that demands 
to be pondered.”’ What a contribution, and in what a light 
does it appear, when we sum up this day the ravages of death 
among us. Look around you—into the bosom of your own 
families, and among the circles of your friends and neighbors, 
and see how, and of whom this sum has been made up. 
Where are the dear familiar faces, which once greeted you? 
Ah! my friends, I am answered by the sombre habiliments of woe, 
by downcast eyes, by flowing tears,—and, when I go into 
your houses, by fondly cherished mementoes and relics, and 
affecting reminiscences, and the lingering sighs and words which 
still preserve the memory of them whose seats are vacant at your 
board. Yes; what a contribution is this, that we have rendered 
to eternity, made up of one half of our congregation; what a 
colony have we sent off,—full one half of ourselves, already 
become emigrants from earth, to people that solemn world, that 
unseen country which men enter through the gloomy portals of 
the grave ! 

I look around this house. Cast your eyes around it, too. And 
what a melancholy-change is here. Where are those venerable 
heads, long familiar to our eyes; where are the fathers, the last 
relics of the former generation,—the men who took the lead in 
calling, and welcoming me, when I first came among you? I 
remember well, how I was interested on becoming first aequaint- 
ed with this congregation, by the sight of so many, old, grey- 
headed men, who worshipped here seventeen years ago,—men, 
whom your memory and mine honors, because their hoary hairs 
were that crown of glory which invests the head of the aged, 
when they are found in the way of righteousness. And strange. 
though it might seem, that a mere stripling should for that very 
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reason, undertake to be the religious instructor of a people 
among whom were so many who were long before me in Christ, 
—yet those hoary-headed men, who took me by the hand and 
welcomed me so cordially, were no small inducement to me to 
undertake the pastoral office here. Among them, I thought to 
find rich experience, and wise counsel, and genuine Christian 
sympathies with the toils, and trials, and difficulties, and the 
conscious inexperience of a ministry begun in so important a 
charge, in so extensive a parish, and as the successor of such 
men of God as had hitherto fulfilled the pastoral office here. 
Nor was I mistaken. I found in these men all that I respected, 
all I hoped for. And many are the pleasant and affecting 
reminiscences of their judicious and affectionate advice, assistance, 
intercourse, and friendship. But let us look around; seek for 
those familiar faces—your fathers and patriarchs, so vividly pre- 
sent to our memory, and to our mind’s eye. Ah! it was but 
lately, and they sat here, and there, and all around us.* * * 
The memory of them all is fragrant here. We look around, as if 
to see them in their accustomed places ; but we cannot see them, 
they are not here, to day ; but there are swelling hearts here, to 
echo, and to answer the inquiry, “‘ Your fathers, where are they ; 
and the prophets do they live for ever ? ”’ 

Alas! they are gone! And yet, shall we weep and break our 
hearts in the wiines of our bereavement, because we shall see 
their faces no more? Shall we stand stupified and amazed, like 
the bereaved Elisha for the rapt Elijah, when we can call to 
mind how we saw many of them ascending to heaven, as it were 
in chariots of fire, and with horses’of fire,—and vent our grief as 
he did ; ** My father! my father! the chariots of Israel, and the 
horsemen thereof.”? These have gone to their reward. And 
He,. who gave them to his Church, 1s still its living Head; and 
He is Head over all things for the Church, to furnish other lively 
stones, and other workmen, for the upbuilding of His spiritual 
temple here. But many others are gone; those who, as our 
seniors in age, or even merely as our predecessors in death, 
might be included in the inquiry _— ; “The fathers, where 
arethey?”’ Half a generation here,—half a congregation dead ! 
And oh are they! Those of them who died in the Lord, are 
with God to-day, and with the Lamb, and with the general 
assembly and Church of the first-born in heaven,—“ where the 
saints of all ages in harmony meet,”—and there they shall be 
for ever with the Lord, in the kingdom prepared for them from 
before the foundation of the world.—Those of them who died in 
their sins,—who refused the gospel, and obeyed not our Lord 
Jesus Christ,--where are they? They, too, have gone; gone to 


* We omit a paragraph containing a touching record of individual histories; of 
departed wisdom and piety, and worth, once enjoyed, and now lamented by this 
people. Eprror. 
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judgment and retribution; gone,—we must speak the word of 
the Lord,—to their own place, vessels of wrath fitted for destruc- 
tion, and the dreadful gulf of hell, which separates the wicked 
from the righteous, is eternally impassable! 

Half a generation gone! and then beside, to think that while 
we are but separated from this one half of our own generation, 
by the narrow stream of death, over which all of us must pass, 
the process of transition is still going on, every moment; even 
now, we, the other half, in one continuous train, are transferring 
to eternity ; while we speak, the passage is uninterrupted :— 


*< Part of the host have crossed the flood, 
And part are crossing now ;— 
Ah! 
** How many to their endless home, 
This solema moment fly— 
And we are to the margin come, 
And soon expect to die.” 


“¢ And the prophets, do they live for ever?”’ This inquiry is 
important, not only as we consider the affecting thought of their 
mortality, but, as we revert to the ministrations of former pastors 
here, and ask what has been the influence of this whole catalogue 
of pastors and teachers sent unto you, until this day? what has 
been their influence upon your. character and prospects for eter- 
nity, who still survive? Some of you heard the gospel on this 
spot, from the lips of the venerable and sainted Rodgers and 
M’Knight, now gone to their rest, but who being dead, yet 
speak ; and from the lips of their venerable colleagues, Miller, 
who stands upon the verge ‘of four-score, and Milledoler, who 
has also closed the stated labors of a ministry of more than half 
a century. Some of you were baptized by their hands. Others 
of you have heard that gospel from the lips of their successors, 
now separated from this charge, and not likely often to utter it to 
you again. And for seventeen years, for more than two thou- 
sand times, you have heard it from these lips that speak to you 
once more this day, besides hundreds of times more, from other 
ministers, who have occasionally occupied this pulpit, during my 
connexion with you. And all these men have passed, or are pass- 
ing away ; and the memory of these thousands of sermons, which 
have contributed to shape your character and destinies for eter- 
nity, rises up, and appeals to you. What impression have they 
left upon your souls, and what record borne to heaven concern- 
ing you? To the children of some of you, these hands have 
administered the seal of the covenant, in the waters of baptism ;— 
on some of you, my beloved youth, I have sprinkled those holy 
waters which signified your relation to the covenant, and your 
dedication to the Lord. Many of you have seen in this sanctuary, 
and in that which formerly stood here, the manifest tokens of 
the descent of the spirit of God. Some of you have rejoiced in 
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souls renewed, and sins forgiven. Some of you have felt the 

onies of conviction of sin, but in so far as man can judge, you 
did not enter into terms of peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, when His spirit strove with you. Some have been 
thoughtful,—perhaps are thoughtful now. And some have 
utterly despised the word and ordinances of the Lord’s house; and 
for some, the table of the Lord has been spread scores of times 
in vain, for you have turned away from the symbols of the living 
bread, and refused the memorials of the atoning blood. Some 
have sinned against light and knowledge. Some have hardened 
themselves against God, and how have they prospered who 
- still utterly unmoved, in rebelling, and resisting the Holy 
Ghost ! 

And now let me appeal to you personally : Who hath believed 
our report, and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed ? 
How stands it between your soul and God? Ye Christians, are 
you growing in grace, letting your light shine, and ripening 
for heaven? Ye tempted and afflicted ones, are the consolations 
of God small with you, and what good have you extracted from 
your sorrows? Ye, who have been pet eh are ye still 
anxious for your salvation, or, do ye now believe? Ye careless 
ones and despisers of the gospel, how long will ye behold, and 
wonder and perish in your unbelief against the word of God, 
which we have declared unto you? Ye parents, how have you 
honored and observed the promise wich is to you, and your 
children, by training them up in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord? Ye baptised persons,—baptised men and women, who 
have hitherto trifled with your birth-right, and defrauded your chil- 
dren of theirs,—and ye young persons and children, who have 
been baptised in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
what use have you made, and what use are you making of the 
privilege, and of the promise of God, and of the covenant of adop- 
tion, and of your own solemn obligations therein, and what 
requital are you making to that blessed Savior, who authorised 
your introduction to the seal of naturalization in his church, by 
commanding, * Suffer the little children, and forbid them not to 
come unto me, for of such is the kingdom of heaven!” Are ye 
yet in your sins? And all ye, aliens from the commonwealth of 
{srae], and strangers to the covenant of promise, what are ye 
doing, and what have you done with the providences, and 
mercies, and trials, and means of grace, which God has employ- 
ed with you, and in which you have been connected with the 
ministry of God’s servants, the prophets who have passed, and 
are passing rapidly with you to that judgment-seat, where all 
of us must soon give account 

Let me appeal: And now, how many scenes rise up, in 
which you and I have mingled together: I have united some 
of you in marriage, blessed the nuptial bond, and prayed, when 
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I exhorted you then, that your houses might be Bethels, that 
the fire of devotion might be kindled by your hands on the 
domestic altar and burn in your hearts, and that you, and your 
partners, and your children, might become heirs together of the 
grace of life: Have you performed your engagements, and 
honored your mercies? have you set up the domestic altar, and, 
as sons and daughters have been born unto you, sought diligently, 
and prayerfully, to train them up in the way they should go? 
and have you given yourselves unto the Lord, and dedicated 
your offspring unto God, before His altars, and in the courts of 
the Lord’s house? Again, I have sat at your bed-side, when 
you were sick, and afraid to die; and I saw your anguish, and 
counselled you then, and I prayed for you, and prayed with you, 
and I heard your vows and hopes; and again, you recovered: But 
where are your vows to-day, and how have they been kept? 
Again, I have followed not a few from among you to the grave, 
and how many affecting scenes in the house of mourning, rise 
now before my memory, and yours. Sometimes the aged father 
or mother in Israel, who, like a shock of corn fully ripe, died in 
peace, and entered upon the joy of the Lord. And sometimes, 
the youthful Christian, gathered with the early dead, but not too 
soon for him, nor too soon for the heaven for which grace had 
made him meet to be a partaker. And these were your dead, 
and mine, mine also sleep in your burial-places side by side with 
yours. Have you, their children, their brothers, sisters, or 
friends, been profited by their death, so that you have become 
followers of them who, through grace and patience, have inherit- 
ed the promises? And sometimes, it was the aged sinner, 
** Jaden with _ and heavy woes ;”” and sometimes, the young 
sinner, cut off in his guilty career, and from his deceitful hopes 
and plans: And you have seen it, too; and have you trembled, 
and turned unto God, when He spared you, while He was strik- 
ing them down and destroying them at your very side, and, amid 
this scene which was meant for mercy to you, warned you b 
the hopeless end of them who “ died and made no sign?” And 
sometimes, it was the father or mother, in the very prime of life, 
prostrated by insidious disease, and leaving the widowed partner 
like a Jonely partridge, to mourn in solitude, and the ne sand 
babes to bewail their lot of orphanage. And again, the sweet 
and blooming infant, and the budding youth of girlhood, and the 
young man in his pride of strength,—just fixed his footsteps on the 
threshold of manly life,—have offered a shining mark and invi- 
ting target for the shaft of the insatiated archer,—and parents 
have lamented in the bitterness of grief, and, in their anguish, 
burst forth in passionate exclaiming, “‘ My child, my child! 
would God I had died for thee, my child!” And yet again, 
the wedding feast has been spread, and a tender but pleasant 
luxury of sweet and timid sorrow, has mingled with the joy of 
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the bridegroom and the bride—but soon, alas! yea, sometimes 
ere the appointed day came round, another partner claimed the 
plighted hand, and the bridal couch was exchanged for the 
winding-sheet, and the cold, dark grave, and the felicitations 
of kinsmen and friends, for the embrace and brotherhood of 
corruption and the worm, that feed sweetly in their hideous, 
loathsome revelry, on the fair, but unresisting and helpless 
form, alike of delicate beauty and sinewy manhood. hose 
house has not death invaded ! 

My friends, you have shared these scenes, and I have shared’ 
them with you. They are of the incidents in your domestic 
history. In these and like afflictions you have sought the pre- 
sence and counsels, the consolations and prayers of your minis- 
ter- And the God of all comfort hath even united us with you 
in tenderer sympathies, as partakers of like afflictions, that so we 
might be the better able to instruct and comfort them which are 
in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith ‘we ourselves are com- 
forted of God—that our affliction and consolation might be for 
your consolation and salvation, through the close and enduring 
bonds of communion in sorrow and communion in joy. And now, 
I ask you, how you have borne these sorrows, and read these 
affecting lessons of Providence, and gained, as wisdom and grace 
can gain,—extracting spiritual life and health, even from the 
gloom of the house of mourning, and from the fields and ravages 
of death ! 

I seek not, in waking up these tender recollections, to wound 
stricken hearts afresh, nor to provoke a mere momentary sigh, 
nor barely to unseal as for this little moment, the fountain of 
your tears. And yet, why should not both you and I weep, 
unmindful of fastidious propriety, and indulging the luxury of 
grief and the salutary sorrow sanctioned by our great high priest, 
whose heart of tenderness overflowed, when standing beside 
the tomb of his friend Lazarus, and surrounded by the tearful 
Martha and Mary, and the sympathising friends of that lovely, 
bereaved family of Bethany, even “ Jesus wept.” 

But still, we would use these scenes to mark the flight of time, 
and to suggest inquiries as to what we have laid to heart, and 
what has ss the influence upon our spiritual condition, of all 
this mingled sorrow and kindness, warning and rebuke, mercies 
and means of grace, which we review this day? Oh! with 
what spirit, with what saving impression and sanctified emotion, 
shall our hearts dwell upon the questions, where are the friends 
of our youth? Where our loved ones? Where are the dead? 
Where are we, and whither do we tend? and what is our portion 
in the gospel, and our portion in eternity ? 

How oft have your ministers toiled in pastoral labors, waking 
while you slept, now trimming the midnight lamp, and now 
meditating on their sleepless couch, late in the watches of the 
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night, and now bending the knee in prayers for you, while they 
kept these vigils of which your slumbers were unconscious, and 
of the meaning of which you are too unconscious even while you 
wake. Why do I speak thus publicly, of these private, personal 
exercises, and secluded aeliee in the word of God? It is 
because you are concerned in them. They are of the cares and 
labors of the prophets and ministers of God, on your behalf. It 
is that I may appeal to you, who have the fruits of our labors, 
and ask you, “‘ What fruits of your salvation shall we have in 
requital of our ministry among you ?” 

And let the solemn tones of the question which is uttered from 
the lips of the Lord of Hosts, ring in your ears, and be repeated 
in your resounding hearts, until it forces you to repentance and 
to peace with God; until you comprehend the fulness of that 
merciful solicitude with which your God is asking you, ‘¢ Your 
fathers, where are they, and the prophets, do they live for ever? ” 
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‘But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able 
to drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and to be baptized with the baptism that 
I am baptized with 1 They say unto him, We are able. 

** And he saith unto them, Ye shall drink indeed of my cup, and be baptized 
with the baptism that I am baptized with ; but, to sit on my right hand, and on my 
left, is not mine to give, but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared of 
my Father.”,—Matruew xx: 22, 23, 


Tue two disciples of our Lord, who applied to have special 
posts of honor assigned to them in His kingdom, were ignorant 
of what was involved in their request. Such honor could be 
shared, only, by their having, in another respect, been common 
sharers with their Lord. They must drink of His cup, and be 
baptized with His baptism. j and John desired to sit, the 
one on His right hand, and the other on His left; they are given 
to understand that in order to be joint heirs with Christ in His 
glory, they must be ready to suffer with Him ; for, if so be that 
we suffer with Him, we shall be also glorified together. 
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Sympatay with Curist, ok FELLOwsHiP wits Him, in His 
HUMILIATION, IS THE BELIEVER’S TRUE GLORY. ‘To this subject 
your attention is now invited. 

Mere enjoyment, it is evident, is, with multitudes, the great end 
to be sought in becoming Christians. At one period of our Lord’s 
public ministry He was followed by a large number who professed 
to be His disciples, but who, when He told them what was the 
nature of true religion, went back and walked no more with Him ; 
which led Him to propose to the Twelve that affecting inquiry, 
‘Will ye, also, go away?’ And, on several occasions, the 
Savior seems to have labored to make manifest to some who 
proposed to follow Him, that they were influenced by earthly 
motives. Itis notimpossible, my brethren, that some even in 
our times should fall into views equally at variance with, the 
truth. That religion imparts the only true happiness, even in 
this world, is what I would at all times maintain. But it is a 
great error to suppose that religion is designed to communicate 
that kind of happiness which men, in their unrenewed and car- 
nal state, do love ; and the reason why the world suppose that 
piety is fatal to enjoyment, and is fitted only to sadden the 
heart, is their very mistaken views of what happiness consists 
in., The world, that lieth in wickedness, is aly at fault on 
the great question which respects the nature of true happiness. 
And hence the difficulty of convincing men that it is religion, 
and religion alone, which can meet the great wants of human 
nature, and speak peace to their troubled spirits. They are 
looking for happiness in sensual gratification, in worldly splendor 
and affluence ; and it is hard to convince them that the only true 
enjoyment, and that which is alone worth a hath its 
place in the mind, and may be possessed, in its full measure, 
when all external signs of prosperity are wanting. 

It would be matter of sincere rejoicing if,even among men 
professing godliness, there were no evidence of the prevalence 
of a similar mistake. True prosperity in religion (how difficult 
it has been for the Church to learn the lesson !) consists not in 
outward estate. Christ declared that His kingdom is not of 
this world. There may be the highest prosperity, the noblest 
advancement, in the absence of all those outward marks which 
men are wont to regard as the natural signs of a happy and pros- 
perous state. ‘The people of God may more deeply imbibe the 
Spirit of Christ—the effusion of the Holy Spirit may be granted, 
and it often*has been, when the state of the Church was exter- 
nally calamitous. It may be pleasing to the imagination to 
depict to ourselves, or to have depicted, a state of repose, and 
of external tranquillity to the Church, in which we are to havea 
share ; but we should covet far more earnestly, as the best of all 
heavenly gifts, the effusion of the Holy Spirit, working that 
faith in us by which we have a vital union with the Lord Jesus 
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Christ. It is this upon which depénd the life and power of god- 
liness ; which promotes the mortification of sensual lusts, and 
eminent self-denial; and which beautifies, energizes, and sancti- 
fies the Church of God. 

Let us suppose Christianity to be free from all opposition, 
and that the Church is in a state of the highest worldly pros- 
perity, by being in favor with princes and potentates of the 
earth. Let us suppose that the ministers of religion are raised 
to the highest places of honor, and are treated with deference by 
all classes of men—that churches and cathedrals, that libraries 
and «universities, devoted to the defence of Christianity, fill the 
land, and that the highest rulers are proud to be known as the 
defenders of the faith. Now, would all this honor, this power, 
this array, constitute a truly prosperous state of the Church— 
such a state as implies the prevalence of vital piety, humility, 
zeal for the honor of religion and the spread of the Gospel ? 
What is mere nominal Christianity, with all its universities, 
cathedrals, bishoprics, and a powerful sovereign at the head of 
the whole, without the Spirit of Christ in those who profess to 
be His followers? ‘ Golden chalices,’’ as has been said, “ and 
wooden priests; the Church would be a glorious sepulchre, 
spendid without, but full of rottenness and corruption within. 
Religion would soon languish away, and come to nothing; the 
sun of prosperity would exhale the life, and spirit, and vigor 
of it.”’* 

Nominal Christianity, or the Church thus in favor with princes 
and statesmen, and the world, might subserve to promote refine- 
ment of manners, science, and art, and to improve the political 
condition of a people by wholesome laws and humane institu- 
tions; and it might supplant atheism in men’s minds, by the 
strength of reason, or of education ; but it could not, without the 
Spirit of God, make the hearts of men beiter. If true religion 
consists in the fear of God, or in following the example of Christ 
in purity, spirituality, self-denial, meekness, and a disposition to 
do good to all men, how easy it is to perceive that all the ex- 
ternal decorations and appendages of an ecclesiastical establish- 
ment may exist, without the life and — of godliness.” And 
how easy it is to perceive that if the Church were frowned away 
from king’s palaces, as aforetime,—driven out from the proud 
nations of the earth, and compelled to take refuge in the fast- 
nesses of Alpine mountains, or in secluded valleys, and number- 
ing among its disciples only the powerless of the earth, and 
those willing to take joyfully the spoiling of their goods, that 
spiritual Christianity, under this calamitous state, might flourish, 
in a remarkable degree, like the palm tree, of which it has been 
said that the greater the weight hung upon its branches, the 
* John Howe. 
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more it grows and flourishes. But I will not here anticipate 
another banch of the subject, but pass to inquire, 

Secondly ; In what sense the disciples of Christ can be said 
to share in the cup and baptism of their Lord. It is obvious that 
the expiatory sufferings of Christ cannot be meant. The atone- 
ment of Christ was finished when He arose from the dead and 
ascended to the right hand of power. It needs nothing to render 
it complete. His sufferings were wholly incommunicable; He 
was alone in them; not even angels, of whom legions stood 
ready to hasten to His succor, were permitted to share any part 
of his burden. 

“ As they have persecuted me,”’ Christ said to His disciples, 
“they will also persecute you.”? He thus distinctly forewarned 
them that they would have to meet the same hatred and _perse- 
cution of the world, which He had encountered. And these 
words were fulfilled. Some of the apostles were imprisoned ; 
some were slain with the sword; some were crucified with the 
head downward, and some after the manner of their Lord. And 
whilst these sufferings constituted no part of the atonement, they 
were encountered in the same cause, from the same enemies, 
and in a similar spirit of constancy and love. Of the cup which 
He drank, they partook, though not as He did; and with His 
baptism they were baptized, but it was His strength which up- 
held, and His grace which preserved them.—Christ is perse- 
cuted and suffers in His members. He said to Saul of Tarsus, 
when He met him on his way to Damascus, ‘“‘ Why perse- 
cutest thou me?’ In this sense the sufferings of true believers, 
who are the mystical body of Christ, are His sufferings. When 
they are imprisoned, He is the captive; when they are slain 
with the sword, He receives the blow ; when they are bound to 
the stake, He is the martyr. 

Fellowship with Christ, in His humiliation, is a common topic 
with the inspired apostles. As the sufferings of Christ abounded 
in them, they confidently expected that their consolation, by 
Christ, would also abound. It was even an object of fervent 
desire with them, to know the fellowship of His sufferings, and 
to be made conformable unto His death. They rejoiced in their 
sufferings, arid, to fill up that which was behind of the afflictions 
of Christ, for His body’s sake, which is the Church. They ex- 
horted Christians not to think it strange concerning the fiery 
trial which was to try them as though some strange thing hap- 
pened to them, but to rejoice inasmuch as they were partakers 
of Christ’s sufferings ; that when His glory should be revealed 
they might be glad with exceeding joy. The atoning sufferings 
of Christ are accounted to His people for righteousness; their 
participation in them, accordingly, is not in the endurance of 
them, but solely in their blessed fruits. But, at the same 
time, the sufferings of martyrs and confessors, and of persecuted 
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and afflicted Christians in general, are conducive to the complete 
salvation of the Church, which is the body of Christ. He is 
the Head, and we are the members; and we bear His sufferings, 
by our mystical union with Him, by His Spirit. 

It is not strange nor unaccountable that believers should suffer 
with their Lord in the same manner, and for the same cause. 
The imitation of Christ, by His people, in the strictness of their 
lives, and the purity of their conversation, is just as much 
adapted now to occasion the hatred of an unbelieving world, in 
proportion to their success, being like their great Pattern, as at any 
former period. ‘ Blessed are ye when all men shall persecute 
you ;” and our Savior added, “for so persecuted they the pro- 
phets ;”” and we may say, “so have they persecuted the apostles, 
the early witnesses for the truth; and so persecuted they the Re- 
formers.”’ Christ sent forth his disciples as sheep among wolves ; 
and they are still a little flock, who, through much tribulation, 
must enter into his kingdom. In the early days of Christianity, 
Christians, by their very harmlessness and innocence, became 
the victims of malice and persecution. Ifa pestilence or famine 
laid waste the Roman empire, it was attributed to their impiety. 
If an insane emperor for a night’s amusement set fire to the city 
of Rome, they were accused of perpetrating the enormous crime. 
The vicious and abandoned population of ancient Rome, reproved 
by -the holiness of Christians, cried out against them, “ Away 
with these men from the face of the earth,” 

An ungodly world hates the light; the more, therefore, the 
people of God reflect the light of divine holiness, the more they 
will be exposed to its opposition and hostility. It is in this 
sense that the Son of Man declares that He came not to send 

eace on the earth, but a sword. As one effect of the moral 

aw is to awaken the hatred of the unrenewed heart, insomuch 
that the apostle could say, “I had not known sin but by the 
law,” so the Gospel, pure and holy as it is, and designed to pro- 
mote the salvation of men, becomes sometimes the occasion, or 
the exciting cause, of odious crimes among men. The world is 
offended by the holy, self-denying life of the Christian. ‘“ The 
exact, holy walking of a Christian,’ says Leighton, “ really 
condemns the world about him; shows the disorder and foulness 
.of their profane ways, and the life of religion set by the side of 
dead formality, discovers it to be a carcase and lifeless appear- 
ance; and for this, neither grossly wicked, civil, nor formal 
persons can well digest it. There is in the life of a Christian a 
convincing light, that shows the deformity of the works of dark- 
ness.” It is not a peculiarity of those alone who are abandoned 
in sin to be offended with the strict and holy lives of the 
righteous. The outwardly moral and self-righteous feel con- 
demned, and, in times of persecution, none have been found 
more forward than they. 
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It is, indeed, true, my brethren, that God, in his merciful 
providence, exempts us from persecution, but he has not ex- | 
empted us from poking to have fellowship with his ‘dear Son, 
in his humiliation self-denial, readiness to toil and suffer for the 
good of mankind. It is but a partial view of what is meant by 
bearing the cross, to understand simply the pains of martyrdom, 
or a willingness on the part of Christians to endure those pains 
rather than to deny the faith of Christ. The cross is to be borne 
daily. Never should the ministers and professed followers of 
Christ cease to have fellowship with him, as a Savior whom the 
world knows and receives not, who is despised and rejected of 
men. In a season of external repose to the Church, such fellow- 
ship, it is evident, is more difficult to be maintained than when 
Christians are exposed to the violent assaults of inexorable foes. 
By the direct tendency of persecutions, they become crucified in 
spirit to the world, and the world is crucified to them. 

The greatest danger I apprehend to religion, at the present 
time, is, that the disciples and ministers of Christ should have 
more fellowship with the world than with Him whom they pro- 
fess to follow and to serve. It is the spirit of this world, which, 
in all ages, has tended to corrupt the church. It was this, mani- 
fested in a love of worldly power and display, in splendid decor- 
ations, and an imposing ritual, fascinating the senses of men, 
that the great apostacy of the Church was brought about. When 
Christianity had become secularised, it was as much in favor 
with ungodly princes, and the lovers of pleasure more than the 
lovers of God, as any Pagan system ever had been. Had Nero 
and Domitian lived at a later period, instead of being persecutors, 
they, too, would have borne the title of “* defenders of the faith.” 
And in every communion in which that cardinal principle, that 
the kingdom of Christ is not of this world, is lost sight of, there 
the man of sin is found. If we have regarded the revival of 
ritualism as a dark and unpromising feature of the times, and if 
we would guard against the tendency to this evil, it becomes an 
important duty to hold up, in the clearest light, the distinguishing 
features of the religion of Christ, and to show that there is, and 
can be, no concord between light and darkness, or Christ and 
Belial. The preaching of the cross must rebuke worldliness and 
pride ; nor is that worthy the name of Christian preaching under 
which these evils are fostered and grow. 

What though the heirs of eternal glory should escape persecu- 
tion? they must nevertheless lead humble and self-denying 
lives. They must often tread the thorny road of sacrifice, of 
hardship, of danger. They must, if they would follow Christ. 
He came not to this world to travel in a flowery path, or recline 
in bowers of repose. He came to be disowned and rejected, to 
be a stranger in his own world, without a place to lay his head ; 
to endure the ‘contradiction of sinners, to toil, and pray, and 
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weep over a oe world, and at length to bear his own 
cross, until he fainted beneath the burden, on his way to an igno- 
minious execution. And it is enough for the disciple to be as 
his Master, and the servant as his Lord. TMerefore the disciple 
should regard it as no strange or unaccountable event if he meet 
sore trials that are grievous to be borne. He should not expect 
undisturbed repose, nor to “ be carried to the skies on flowery 
beds of ease.’? He should be looking for days of darkness and 
storm ; not indeed to afflict himself with imaginary fears, but so to 
acquaint his thoughts with sufferings and disappointments, that 
he.may not be shaken from his steadfastness when they have 
certainly arrived. Nothing is to be gained to religion by repre- 
senting that nothing is to be lost or surrendered by embracing it, 
which the unsanctified heart loves. We may paintit with all 
the coloring that can please the sense, and persuade how eas 
it is to walk the road to heaven ; but our flowers of rhetoric vill 
not scatter carnal sweets in the path of holiness; it will still» 
remain a “ straight and thorny road,” Men must give up some- 
thing in order to become the disciples of Christ; they must sur- 
render much. They must give up the love of sin, they must 
renounce the vanities of the world, they must give up self. ‘If 
any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up 
his cross and follow me.” It isin spiritual conflicts, in sacrifices, 
and self-denying labors for the good of others, and agonising sup- 
plications, that the disciples and ministers of Christ must drink 
- my same cup, and be baptized with the same baptism, as their 
ord. 

Thirdly ; fellowship with Christ, as a despised and suffering 
Saviour, is precisely what the people of God need to prepare 
= to share in the triumphs and the glory of the kingdom of 

rist. . 

This will be evident, in the first place, if we consider that the 
mortification of lust and pride in a world of trial, deepens the 
work of grace in the hearts of true believers, and prevents the 
prevalence of spurious piety. It will deepen the work of grace 
in the hearts of true believers, by detaching their affections more 
entirely from the world, and awakening within them more fervent 
aspirations after heavenly peace and blessedness. Such is the 
power of in-dwelling sin, even in true believers, that the world 
needs to be made to them a suffering and perilous abode, that 
they may never be unmindful that they are strangers and pil- 
ope and have here no continuing city, and no abiding place. 

id the world extend to the religion of Christ a bland and gra- 
cious reception, and were the path of Christians made smooth 
and pleasant through it, how great would be the danger of their 
becoming conformed to it, and how few, it is to be feared, would 
give evidence of being crucified and dead to it! 

The faith of God’s people is tried and strengthened when they 
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are called to endure the shame of the cross. They can then 
discern whether they truly possess faith. They have an oppor- 
tunity of perceiving whether they can trust God, when every 
earthly prospect is beclouded, and every human helper fails. 
They are able better to understand the true nature of faith—that 
it is a simple, childlike, unreserved trust in God, although we 
may not be able to see in what manner, or by what instruments 
and means. He will extricate us from our perplexities. The 
value of faith is also discovered in that support, and fortitude, 
and joy, which it imparts, however distressing the present ma 
be, or dark the future. And how delightfully are the truth an 
sweetness of the promises confirmed to the Christian’s heart, in 
his sacrifices and sufferings for Christ! He learns that God is 
faithful and true, and will never be unmindful of His covenant. 
And oh! how this proof of the divine faithfulness—these endear- 
ing tokens of the Divine love, tend to bind and knit the soul to 
him ! , 

Sufferings for Christ’s sake, moreover, will foster the spirit of 
self-denial, and the endurance of hardness as good soldiers of 
Jesus Christ. It is danger and occasions which demand a spirit 
of self-sacrifice, in worldly matters, which have led to the per- 
formance of those noble actions which excite admiration among 
men. And it is no less true, in spiritual things, that the most 
heroic and self-denying Christians have been formed under simi- 
lar influences. As we do not expect the development of the 
sterner and more sublime attributes of manhood, where all is 
softness and effeminate luxury, so we are, not to expect the high- 
est attainments in piety, and the most faultless specimens of 
Christian character, when Christians are entire strangers to the 
offence of the cross, and flow on in the world upon a smooth and 
unruffled current. 

Again; there is no little danger, in a time of peace and quiet, 
when the offence of the cross, in a: great measure ceases, lest a 
spurious piety should extensively prevail. By the figure of the 
seed, failing upon stony places, which very soon springs up 
because it has no depth of soil, but as quickly withers away 
when the sun is up, the Savior teaches us to expect that some 
will appear joyfully to embrace the gospel in a season of-pros- 
perity, who will not endure when adversity comes—who will 
not bear the cross after Christ, through evil report as well as 

ood report. Men who profess Christianity, without counting 
the cost, when persecution ariseth because of the word, or when 
sacrifices are demanded, will give proof that it is not deeply 
rooted in their hearts. When religion ceases to be an eas 
thing, and reproach must be endured, and self-denial practised, 
not having the root of the matter in them, they cease to cast in 
their lot with the people of God, and return to the weak and 
beggarly elements of the world. The contending against the 
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corruptions of the flesh, the love of carnal ease, and the fashions 
of an ensnaring world, was not taken into account when they 
began to build, and therefore they are not able to finish. And 
is not the cause of true Christianity promoted by a process 
which purges away the dross, and, at the same time, still further 
refines the gold? Is it strengthened by the increase of those 
who will not stand the test of persecution, or who decline a 
humble, prayerful walk with God, or those pious labors and 
sacrifices imposed by the light of His providence? whose attach- 
ment to Christ is graduated by the degree of favor with which 
He is regarded by men? who deem it pleasant to be Christians 
only when it is fair weather, and the voice of duty summons 
them not to the field of conflict, but flee when the season of toil 
and trial arrives? O! let us never forget that it is by fellowship 
with Christ, as a crucified and —— Savior, that the Christian 
Church is to be strong in the Lord, and the power of His might, 
in the great undertaking of bringing this lost world back to God. 
If the Church has been weak, and her efforts to diffuse the 
Gospel have, to a considerable extent, proved abortive, it is 


~ because she has failed to glory in the cross, and to have sympa- 


thy with her divine Head in His humiliation and sacrifices for the 
salvation of the world. 


«* Oh, who shall sing the joyful song at last? 
Oh, who shall raise in heaven the conqueror’s strain ? 
O’er foes subdued and inward vices slain, 
And seasons of temptation safely passed ? 
*Tis he who counts all other things but dross, 
When put into the scale with God’s dear Son; 
Who willingly the Christian race doth run, 
And fights, and toils, and conquers in the cross. 
The cross imparts perennial peace within ; 
The cross resists and scatters outward foes; 
’Tis by the cross the saints their victories win, 
And rise to glory as their Savior rose. 
Then heed not earthly shame, nor earthly loss. 
But count it all for good, if thou may’st bear the cross.”* 


The cross ever has been, and must continue to be, the em- 
blem of true Christianity in the world; not a mere painted and 
gilded ornament, or an object of religious veneration, but the 
spiritual badge of the soldier of the cross, who is waging war 
with the world, the flesh, and the devil. The two disciples, 
James and John, sought for posts of distinction in the kingdom 
of Christ; they should have known that in order to share in such 
glory, they must drink the cup He drank, and be baptized with 
the baptism He was baptized with. Throughout the Scriptures, 
suffering with or for Christ, is made to issue in a participation of 
His glory. Such suffering promotes a sincere, humble, and self- 
denying piety, and therefore prepares the people of God to 
attempt and accomplish much for Zion. Their labors are crown- 

* Prof. Upham’s Religious Sonnets. 
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ed with glorious success ; and the share they have in the earthly 
triumphs of Zion, falls not a whit short of the portion they had 
in her sadness and travail. ‘ Rejoice inasmuch as ye are par- 
takers of Christ’s sufferings; that when His glory is revealed, ye 
may be glad with exceeding joy.” ‘‘For as the sufferings of 
Christ abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ.” 

A: glorious work is to be accomplished in this world. Jesus is 
to take the kingdom to Himself. And that His people may be 
made ready to be co-heirs of the glory, He will make them co- 
workers in reclaiming a lost world to Himself. But who shall 
follow in his conquering train? If the Captain of Salvation was 
made perfect through sufferings, must not those whom He leads 
to conquest and to glory be baptized with the same baptism and 
drink of the same cup? must they not follow him in humility, in 
self-denial, and unwearied labors for the good of men? And 
what if actually called to tread the wine-press of suffering! to 
bare their backs to the smiters, and their cheek to them who 
pluck off the hair! to be despised and rejected! Are not the 
soldiers of the cross to share in the dangers of their glorious 
Leader? Does He say, “ Follow me?” and do we expect to be 
led by Him, who had not where to lay His head, and trode the 
dolorous way at Jerusalem, only into enchanted bowers, or to 
feasts of joy? ‘Will that be a conquering Church, which is 
smiled upon, and courted by the world, and which courts and 
smiles upon the world in return? No, my brethren. Has not 
God put enmity between the seed of the woman, and the seed of. 
the serpent? And this great subject must be understood before 
the enterprise of converting the world to Christ, is successful. 

A celebrated artist, during the Reformation, published a set 
of prints, under the title of Curist’s Passion, AnD ANTICHRIST, 
in which he represented on one side the glory and magnificence 
of the Pope, and on the other, the humiliation and sufferings of 
the Redeemer. 

What room for a striking dissimilitude between the meek 
simplicity of the Man of Sorrows, and the grandeur and parade of 
that triple tyrant, who had kings for his subjects, kingdoms for 
his provinces, and the revenues of empires to supply his coffers. 
And is there no room for such a contrast now between Zion, in 
her worldly estate, and the meek simplicity of her once incarnate 
and crucified Lord and King? Is the Church, and are her 
ministers, looking unto Jesus, who, for the joy set before Him 
endured the cross, despising the shame? and do they sympa- 
thize with Him? do-they understand that in order to rejoice in 
glory like Him and with Him, they must seek to save the lost 
with benevolence and earnestness Tike His? do they understand 
that they have not reached their highest privilege, and the only 
honor worth aspiring after, till they have come to the greatest 
self-denial and beneficence which can be practised with advan- 
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tage to the salvation of the world? God will accomplish the 
salvation of this world in a way that will stain the pride of 
human glory. He will humble the spirit of His people, and then 
teach them that He can save by many or by few. He can make 
the weak to be as David, and can cause one to chase a thousand, 
and two to put ten thousand to flight. 

The work will surely be accomplished, although at what time, 
or in what particular manner, we can not fully know; Christ 
shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall have His portion 
with the great, and divide the spoil with the strong; and those 
who partake of His sufferings, or who have fellowship with Him 
in His humiliation, when His glory is revealed, shall be glad 
with exceeding joy. ‘Fear not, thou worm, Jacob, and ye mén 
of Israel ; thou shalt thresh the mountains, and beat them small, 
and shalt make the hills chaff.” Embarrassments may seem to 
multiply, and inauspicious events to rise; but cast not away 
your confidence, for yet a little while, and He that shall come, 
will come, and will not tarry. 

IN CONCLUSION, 

I remark that this subject pointedly rebukes ambitious views 
and a worldly policy in the professed followers of Christ. The 
two disciples who sought for places of distinction in the kingdom 
of Christ, knew not for what they asked. Their eye was upon a 
throne, regal splendor, an obsequious retinue, the homage of 
admiring thousands. O deluded disciples! ye did not know that 
the only earthly crown of your Master was to be a wreath of 
thorns—His only royal robe some worn-out, gorgeous vestment 
of a Herod—His oly sceptre a poor brittle reed! Ye did not 
know that He]was to be proclaimed King of the Jews, by an 
insulting inscription on the timber which bore up His lacerated 
body! Ah! ye did not know that to ask for distinction in His 
kingdom was to ask for a share in the cup and baptism of His 
aides: ! 

What a sore evil has ecclesiastical ambition proved to the 
cause of Christ! The world still mourns under its influence. 
The midnight gloom, it is true, has been broken; but the full 
light of day will never shine until the spirit which actuated the 
two deuiiles in their request, has been expelled from the Church, 
and the disciples and ministers of Christ have fellowship with 
Him, in respect to efforts and sacrifices to save a dying world. 
Away, then, with accursed ambition from the Church. Let us 
seek to catch the spirit of that Redeemer who toiled, and wept, 
and bled forman. Let the same mind be in us which was also 
in Christ Jesus ; this is to have fellowship with Him. Then we 
shall not seek or look for a mere post of honor or emolument ; 
we shall rejoice to be found in the hardest field of labor, in the 
hottest of the conflict. We shall be willing to go where there 
are many difficulties to be overcome, many trials to be endured, 
many enemies to be encountered, few to sympathize with us, and 
but little prospect of any earthly requital. 











